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St. Anthony Says . . . 
“’Look upon the rainbow, and bless him that 
made it; it is very beautiful in its brightness.  It 
encompassed the heaven about with the circle of 
its glory.’  Look upon the rainbow: that is, 
consider the beauty, holiness and dignity of 
blessed Mary; and bless with heart and mouth 
and deed her Son, who made her thus.  In the 
brightness of her holiness she is very beautiful, 
beyond all the daughters of God.  She has 
encompassed the heaven about (that is, she has 
enclosed the divinity) within the circle of her 
glory, her glorious humanity.” 
 

Fraternity Schedule 
NOVEMBER 
1 – ALL SAINTS 
11 – FRANCISCAN AWARD DINNER, 6:00pm,  
           The Wilds Golf Club, Prior Lake 
           Awardee is Bolder Options 
21 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL Christ the King 
        Prayer –  Amy Meeting in person & Zoom  
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 32) – Peter 
        Treats – Paula 
25 - THANKSGIVING DAY 
 
DECEMBER 
2 – ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH  
8 – IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
9 –ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH  
12 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
          Prayer –  Meeting in person & Zoom 
          Rite of Admission - Wendy       
          Social Gathering 
          Please bring hors d’oeuvres to share  
16 – ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30-3:00pm, FRH 
25 - CHRISTMAS 
 
 JANUARY 
1 – MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
9 – COUNCIL MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL 
16 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Meeting in person & Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (Chapt 33) -  
         Treats – 
        

 

Franciscan of the Month              
On November 24 we remember Margaret 
Sinclair (1900-1925) who quietly served God as 
a Franciscan.  Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, she 
was a determined athlete and excellent student 
at school.  At age eighteen she got a job and 
began the practice of daily communion and 
frequently attended Eucharistic adoration.  In 
1923 she entered the Poor Clare monastery in 
Notting Hill, England as an extern sister – one 
who does errands and answers the door so that 
other nuns may pursue a life of contemplation.  
Diagnosed with tuberculosis in 1925, she died on 
November 24 of that year. 
 
Secular Franciscan  Quinquennial 
August 3-7, in Phoenix Arizona 
Everything you need to know  about registering 
and attending the Q  is posted on our national 
website  Secularfranciscansusa.org  Click on 
Quinquennial , General Information will answer 
many of your questions. See the daily Schedule 
of Events . Read about our Keynote Speakers 
See the descriptions of our 30 Breakout 
Sessions . The fraternity will pay the $175 
registration fee for all members planning to 
attend provided they register before the 
December 31 deadline. The remaining Quin 
escrow funds will be divided among the 
attending members for travel, food, and other 
expenses they incur. Register soon! 
 

The First Snow 
usually arrives sometime in November.  It serves 
as an early warning sign that winter is surely on 
its way.  November is a time when we “batten 
down the hatches” for the coming cold and 
storms.  It is a time to take stock of the many 
gifts God has granted us during the good 
weather of the previous months.  It is also an 
invitation to take some time of lovely 
contemplation during the coming chilly days. 
                                         Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 
 



 

   

                        
 October Fraternity Meeting Report    
 

Our October meeting was an opportunity for our fraternity to celebrate the 60th anniversary of our 
canonical establishment and renew our commitment to our profession. Nine professed members 
attended in person and 2 joined us via Zoom. Also attending were Alan Weier, Fr. Jim Van Dorn and 
2 in formation.  
After Paula Spranger led opening prayer, including a litany of St. Francis, Mary Higgins facilitated 
ongoing formation, continuing our discussion of the spiritual charisms inventory. We have a wide 
variety of charisms in the fraternity, which is fitting the body of Christ, with all the members 
contributing their own gifts for the benefit of the whole. 
Before members renewed their commitment of profession, our secretary shared a bit of history. The 
fraternity was originally named St. Margaret Mary fraternity, after the Golden Valley parish in which it 
was formed in 1961. In 1971, when Fr. Jim Van Dorn was the fraternity’s spiritual assistant, he 
suggested moving the meeting location to the Franciscan Retreat Center, which has been its home 
for the last 50 years. In May of 1990, when Cindy Boggs was the minister, the name was changed to 
Our Lady of Consolation because the Golden Valley parish had closed and Fr. Jim and the other 
friars at the center were in the Our Lady of Consolation Province of the Conventual Franciscans. 
Paula Spranger volunteered to chair the nominating committee for our upcoming elections in May, 
and Mary Ann LeMay and Sue Sadeh volunteered to join her. Our next hybrid meeting will be on 
November 21. Our ongoing formation will be on chapter 32, “Charity: Loving All People”, from To 
Live as Francis Lived.  
 
All Franciscan saints, pray for us:  
We remember those who have gone before us on two special days in November, the Feast of All 
Saints on November 1 and All Souls Day on November 2. It seems fitting as we enter our 61st year 
as a fraternity to ask some special saints to intercede for us, that we would be worthy successors to 
Francis and all who have gone before us in our fraternity. Here is a litany of saints special to us and 
including our four OFS fraternity founding members: 
Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us… 
Our Lady of Consolation… 
St. Francis…                                                          
St. Clare… 
St. Joseph Cupertino… 
St. John XXIII… 
St. Padre Pio… 
Frederick Brown OFS… 
Marie Brown OFS 
Veronica Kunsisto OFS 
Georgiana Belanger OFS 
All you angels and Franciscan 
saints…pray for us! 
Mary Higgins, secretary/JPIC 
 

Keeping in touch... 


